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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 



Gentlemen of the Senate^ 
And Gentlemen of the House of Delegates, 

AFT£E Congratulating you upon your safe at* 
rival at tbe seat of governnient-, we procerd to lay.before. 
you an account of such proceedings as have been a^lopted. 
by us, in relation to those duties devolved upon this de« 
partment, by sand ry resolutions of the legislature at its last 
session. 

In conformity to the resolution directing tliat we should 
investigate the nature of the claim embraced ip the memo«> 
rial of William Kilty, Thomgs Harris and John N. W^ttkins, 
Esquires, for compiling the Lawa of this bt ate. &af)[) the ^ 
y^ar seventeen hundred and ninety-inine to eighteen *hun». 
dred and eighteen, inclusive^ and make them such corapen* 
sation as we might deem an adequate remuneration for 
their services in the execution of that work, we deter<» 
mined, in consideration of the ability and fidelity with 
which it appeared to have been done^ that they were enti?- 
tied to receive for their services, the^sum of. five thousand. 
doUaro, for which an order was drawn upon the Treasury; 
while upon this subject, we cannot pass by the opportuni- 
ty which' it affords us in the death of Chancellor Kilty, of 
paying a merited tribute of respect to the memory of that 
excellent man and able and upright officer, and to Cjondole 
with you upon his death as a loss tp his country.. 

To Mr. Jonas Green, for printing the above men^oaed 
compilation, we p4id'the balance of his claim, amounting 
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in the whole to the sum of six thousand seven hundred and 
five dollars and sixty*nine cents. 

Notwithstanding the pi'essttre of the tinoes in a pecuniary 
point of view, we are happy td state that but few applica- 
tions, have bie^o made to this department by publip debtors^ 
for a protf'aetifort of the lime of paymi^nt, authorized upon 
certain conditions by the resolution relative to that subject 
passed at the last session of the General Asseetbly. 

In virtue of the resohition directing^this department to 
adjust and pay the claim of captain Lewis Green, for servi- 
ces rendered to the state, in causing four pieces of artillery 
to h^ ffepaifed^ Weallptred him the^Um of one hundred and 
thirteen dollars and nine cents,' which has been paid. 

In obedience to sundry resolutions directing us to cause 
certain laws therein mentioned to be published, we have 
cause^ to be published in such and so many news-papers as 
\*re 'deemed sufficient 16 giVe them the necessary publicity, 
t^e foFFpwiiig ^cts of the legislature, passed at its last session: 
**Jtn A^t to prcyenj the destruction of oystfers in this state; 
TBe^^ Act feupjJI*thcntary to the act relatiire to the stay of 
executions, a n^d the Act 'prohibJting the banking- instttu- 
ti^o^s of this st9te from issuing notes of a less denomination 
Ifeafn'five dpIFars;'* whVdi ka! bis had the beneficial effect of 
pi^duclhg iii/dur ptate (He^-re^j-appear^hce iand circulation of 
art' ad^Uatcrmetalic'medfAm, wit^ any injury 

or ihcbrivenxence, aSYar'as oiiif ihHrihatiDn fextehds, to any 
of iftttsfeinstitiitifehs WKrdi'had the'^cVedit in public esfima- 

trbtf'iP'itihdrtf^ lipob i sxMid^l^^ 

^CoHfbTtoaWy to tHe direction df the Generat Assembly, 
Wp h'aVe caused to' be trinsAii^<tt oui* sehttors and repre- 
sfeiiutives Th Con gi, ess, the resofiition calling ifpon Con* 
gitsVto fhtci^pps* their legiMativi* Authority to suppress 
ci^rtaih pt^cftrcfesdrthiEJ dlfaetis of PehnsyHrahii, injuVi6usfy 
SL^ti\h^the fi^Ttts'of sfaVe1toTdwii*i^'!t^ Of the 

fi\nfe'ss'arid ^proipr4it5r of adopting iome measure upon this 
sUbjcf<ti t)rbnibitin^ by hde<5[liiitc-^<naF sanctions, such vio- 
lations or the right of [Itdpeity; we have tia doiibt the gen- 
eral g^overii men t will be dtily tenslbte, and hope they will 
make the necessary prdvisrori fo remedy the grievance to 
which thtir attcntidri has been called:' ^ 

In virtue of a risoliition resprtiing the cfaim^ of the re* 
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presentatives of Thomas M- Fowl«r, foe rations furnisbfed 
by him to the miKtia during the late war, we have examin* 
ed their accounts and vouchers, aad alloived them such sum 
as they af»peared to be entkled to receive. With a view 
to obtain a reimbursement to the state of the money so paid, 
we have appiied'to* the general government, and have trans* 
mitted sucli vouchers and proofs, as will, we trust, ensursr 
the accompUftlimefit of that object. 

We regret that we have it not in our power to lay before 
the General Assembly, any report upon the subject of there- 
solution relative to the navi^attonof the Potomac river and 
its branches; a river second only in impoctance, if not equal to 
the Bay of Chesapeake, cbe gteat artery of our state. The ob- 
stacles which have Impeded the exeeution of the trust con- 
fided to our commiissioners, wiUbe disi:aiiwed from the en- 
closed correspondence of this departiBent. wiitli.them, and 
his excelleiicy tl)>e governor of <Var^ii^a^.ap>onrthat impor- 
tant and interesting subject* . It.ihay al&o suggest the pro- 
priety of soma modification or enlargement of ,the powers 
of thi« department vested in it. by the resoiution^of the jast 
session, 4n aflfardirng the necessary means and giving the 
requisite instri^Gtiops astocime, place and other circum- 
stanced. / 

• We will take the liberty of recommending that in ihc 
aopompiishnient of a purpose so .vitally iqlenesting to the 
agricoltural ami commercial Interests of our .state as .that 
contemptstted by. the above mentioned resolxition,^ there 
should be tio delay of time or relaxation of effoct ; for such 
i& the State of the foreign word at. the present period, and 
the nature f^l.oAt^^ <x)mtnepciai re^tioii with it, fiiat it be- 
comes the dictate, of o(>mmofi prudence and sound policy, to 
cukiifate* and improve all our iniernnl means of trade and 
imero^urse, and await^n into life, and activity every latent 
resource of «uf oountry^ By so doing, we shall alone be 
able tb.coiUorm to -the taudible spirit of enterpiize and iiu* 
provemem, in the -display of uliich our sister states seem 
emulous «o excel, am) prove ourselves a worthy and exem- 
plary member of ti>e American miioo. 

Ho important to tlie highest interest of the st^te did we 
deem ti^ acctHnplishment of the object contemplated by 
the abcfveresoitttifcu, that wevent4;jrcO, on out own reifj>on- 
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s^biIity, and without the authority of law, to advance to our 
commissioners, out of the public treasury, the sum of five 
hundred dollars, for the purpose of furnishing the necessary 
implements and defraying the charges that would unavotd* 
ably be incurred -by them in commencing the execution of 
their duties. This proceeding we have no doubt you will 
sanction and approve, as it wiil.be seen by the com-^ 
munications of the commissioners addressed to this de* 
partment, that the work.could not be commenced withont 
placing the requisite funds in their hands to defray all inci^r 
dental expenses. .. ., 

We herewith transmit the reports and resolutions adopt* 
cd by the Legislatures of New-Hampshire and Connecticut, 
and communicated to us by the executive authorities of 
those states, by which it will appear that they concur in 
opinion with the Legislature of Maryland as to the justice 
of our claim to participate, in the benefits of an appropria- 
tion of a portion of the public lands to the important object 
of diffusing the blessings of science and intellectual im* 
provement among our people, and have evinced a deiermi-^ 
nation to use their weight and influence in the . natioDat 
councils for the purpose of .procuring equal and impartial 
justice in relation to such appropriation to all the states of 
the American union. We presume it will bt in our power^ 
at an early period,, to communicate to the General Assembly 
the opinions and. sentiments of the rest of our sister statesi 
as it is probable they have not yet bad time to act upon this 
subject, by reason of holding their legislative. sessions at 
this period of the year. To our senators and representatives 
in Congress, we have transmitted copies of tl)e rgport of our 
Legislature upon this subject, with a request that they 
would exert all necessary zeal, and tteir best abilities, to 
carry its objectsinto effect;, and when we t<ike intocoasid« . 
oration the w^ll known. justice, liberality and impartiality . 
of the Congress of the Ujiited5>uies, we indulge tiie pleas* 
ing expectation that their eflForts will aot be m yaip. 

We deem it our duty, gentlemen, to call your attention 
to the situation of the building in which you are assem*' 
bleii, which is progressing to a state oi considerable decay 
that might be arrested by a timely application of the ne- 
cessary painting and.repairs. This uu asure we recommend. 
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'to your adopli(tn, because we think it due to the pobllc trt- 
terest, and thsft it would comport with the principles of 
prudence rfnd economy, to make the necessary appropria- 
tion for that purpose, during the present session of the le- 
gislature. There arc now o\]t«-standingin the hands of the 
militia, 9,488 stand of arms, which were ,ilaced in their 
hands prerioustoatid during the late war, for the collection 
of which we think it necessary that some legislative pro^ 
vision should be made as speedily as possible; as delay in 
that respect, might cause them to sustain considerable in- 
jury^ if not endanger their total logs. As the appropriation 
made by the* legislature to defray the expences of collection, 
haa been exhausted, it rests with the wisdbmof the general 
assembly to determine, whether a further appropriation 
would be advisable, or what expedient for that purpose 
should be adopted: Although we are warranted in be* 
lieving, from the existing state of our relations with all the 
wofid, that they will not be wanted for the public use at an 
early day^ yt in the changes and vicissitudes of all human 
concerns, the time may arrive, when it may Le necessary to 
expend the public money to supply their place, if ihey 
shouJd not now be collected. As ''/mnected with this sub*- 
jeer, we would beg leave to direct the attention of the legis- 
lature to the propriety of providing by law for the erection, 
at this pla^e, of a public buildmg to be used as an armory 
or arsenal aid gun house, and to refer you to our commu- 
nication to the legislature at their last session for some of 
those reasoHi^hich inSHiced us to Itybk upon such a mea- 
sure as condttsive to the public iiMt^rcst. 

We herewith transmit to the general assembl}^, a letter re- 
ceived from the secretary of state of ^he United States, in- 
forming this department that the British secretary of sra'e 
for foreign affairs hsid demanded that in the event of the 
decision of the Emperor of Russia being in fitvovr of tlie 
construction adopted by the United States, of that part of 
the first article of' the treaty of. Ghent which prohibits the 
carrying away of slaves by British officers after the con- 
clu^on of fhe peace, the full extent of the dtmand upon 
Great Btitain<for restitution or indcmrtity for Ios:>cs busiaiu* 
cd shouldbe made knov^n as speedily as pas$ible. On tie 
receipt of this communication, the purport of vnhich we 
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tfoemeiJ so deeply interesting to such of oitf cilisBeas as had 
sttsta'ined losses of ibe description adverted to. We caused 
the fetter of the secretary of ^tateof the Urtited States to 
be published in soch and 'SO many of the ptibtic printa as 
we thought necessary to give the above mekitioned reqiii- 
sition sufficient notoriety. . 

The secretary of state df the United States having sefected 
4his depfartmeffit as the channel through which the ddmadd 
made was to be communicated to the peopfe, We Conaideo* 
ed that from the indefinite character of the proof requtred^ 
we could do nothing better tipon the subjecti than publish 
the letter at large as transmitted to* us, thereby referring to 
the judgment and discretion of each indlviduaU the c6ttrse 
it would be proper to pursue in relation thereto.. 

It is right and proper that you, gentlemen, should .be a|>- 
prized of the propriety of adopting soAie measure during 
your present session, to raise the necessary supplies to de- 
fray the unavoidable expences of government. . We conf- 
idently trust that in youir wisdom and discretion you will 
be able to adojpt such a system relative to this interesting 
and important matter, as will ensure the genen^ approbatip- 
oh and support. 

When it is considered that according to the principles of 
our happy constitution, all political power flows from the 
people; that the government tmder wnich we live is the oflt- 
spring of their choice; that the laws by which our political 
society is formed and heW together and our civil c^cern^t 
are administerod and govern^; ate therefltoled unage of 
their willsi, and that when ever abusejB in the exercise ^f the 
pollers delegated by them to their servants ate found 16 ex- 
ist, they have the power placed in their own hands |to reme- 
dy the evil and correct the abuse; when it is seen that they 
are hot called upon to support the empty show wid gaudy 
pagentry of a court, or to minister to the revely pf fl^ oen* 
ses by ^'denying the mouth of labour the bread it -^aa 
eamed,^^ but that tlie appeal is made to them to assist, with 
their means in the management of their own concerns, and 
to promote their own peace, happiness and weUtfie by. a due 
and regular administration of the laws, we foftdly .indulge 
the hope, and confidently cherish the belief, that! they M^iil 
furnish with cheerfulness and alacrity^ whatever tnay be re- 
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qim:ed atthek hand;jk It is aevei:thelcs$ proper at aJl iumsn 
more .especially at tUe.presenttirT^e'(piarkQdas itis. with pe* 
cuiiar .faaturesoi' pressure ^rc} difficulty) to call upon the 
patriotic ardour qfoAjrcitiz^ng as sparingly as possibly, and 
to look; tp such soorces of supply as will crc^tp an atd.eqiiate 
fund with the least inconvenience* . Tb^ in^jcessity ojf this 
appeal toour iellow-clti^eiis to-^id the fioancqs qf our. state, 
is not of recent origin, but it has for «otne time been dig« 
tinctly. fojfeseen that it would becorne- unavoidable al no 
distant day. From the struggles , and CQnvuljsions of thd 
old worlds drstingviished as they have been by the, most 
gloooiy features of ^wretch^ness and.wpe* we have been by 
the kind and protecting car^ of/ a superiptcndjrig pr^Videncs 
happily exempt; it hHSjnev^rthples^ been, our lot to drinjc too 
nf tjie.cup of huRian suffering, and to be,cornpelled to 
spend a portion of pur rgsgiirqcs in.the d<^fencc of ^ouf rights 
and liberties, against t!)e claims of arbitrary power and 
•wanton injustice. As the. representatives ^qf the people it 
is your.coastitutipnal provinci? to decide upon t))e course to 
be; pursued in providitjgfprthQrp^cuniary exigencies of the' 
5tate; we shall therefore forbear from .expressing any opinion 
upon that subject, except that it will no doubt.readily oc- 
cur to yourwis,don> ar)d di^cret^ipij, that it is right and pi:o-; 
per where the fiscal concerns of a country Vender a* report 
to taj^tion indespeosahlyj necessary, tp.sele^t as ob]ects of 
ir, articl$:s w^hich are made the instru/iients of luxurious 
gratification and amusement, jij.:pi;eference to those wliicii 
ininister to thcjiiecessities of life. 

On the subject of our claim upon the general government 
for niilitary expenditures during the laie war, we herewith 
communicate to the gerteral assembly the correspondence of 
the states' agent with this department and the department 
of war of the United States, by which it will appear that 
he has not yet been able to close his ageficy, by n final ad- 
justment of the balance still unpaid, notwithstanding, his 
nflremitted efforts to accomplish that object; we nevertheless 
indulge the hope that he will ultimately succeed in bring- 
ing the business to a favorable issue, when we reflect u}ion 
the disposition of the constituted authorities of the union 
a9 heretofore evinced to do u^s ample justice. 
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Wcavail ourselves of the earliest opportunity of layih^ 
before the generdl assembly d mamiel of the Lancastrian 
system of education as practiced in the schools of the Free 
School Society ot New- York. 'From the exalted eulogy 
bestowed upon it by his excellency Governor Clinton in his 
letter which accompanied its transmission to this depart- 
ment, we have every reason to infer that the use of that 
system of instruction m that state has been productive of 
the most beneficial results. So invaluable are the blessings 
resulting to society from an enhrgemerit of* the boundaries 
of science and an expansion of the faculties of the human 
mind, that the guardians of the common good and general 
happiness should suffer no opportunity of attaining that in- 
^estimable object.to pass by without availing themselves, to 
the utmost extent, of the advantages which it affords to 
their adoption, in pursuit of a purpose so eminently con- 
ducive to the general happiness and welfare both tempo- 
ral and eternal. 

We have now, gentlemen, laid before you the several sub- 
jects to which' we deemed it advisable to invite your itten- 
tion, and have only to add that you will at all times find us 
warmly and zealously disposed to co-operate with you, in 
any measaresyou may deem necessary to adopt, to promote 
the happiness, prosperty and welfare of our common coun- 
try. 

We have tJie honor to be. 

With high consideration and respect, 
Your obedient servants, 

SA]\!11,,SPR1GG. 
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Aceompan^fmg the Ei^ecvitlve Com.muiiicat\oii. 



POTOMAC NAVIGATION. 

( Np.l. ) 

P. O.JuneSdy l8Si 



Cherry Fields— Great Mill, > 



NinJnn Pinknev, Esq. 

Oi:ar Sii^— *-Your lelter announcing the appointment the gov- 
fMiiment of Maryland has been pleased to confr-ron me, dated ihe 
15'i\ and post ruarked ihe I8i!i ultimo, and also the resolutions 
unilor cover of the same dale and mark^ only came to band by 
Saturday'^ (last evening's) mail, and therefore I !oo«!e no liiue in 
ijnsvvering it by return of the post rider to day (Sunday.) it 
seems it was directed lo Leonard-Town instead of to the Great 
Mill P. O. I regret not receving it sooner, as an early answer 
is requested and seenis necessary. 

1 will undertake the task with which I ani so nnexpecterfly 
honored, but expect to be furnished with the means of execut- 
ing: it wilh some credjl and utility to the state. 

In the first place, a clear nnderstandin^ of the nature of the 
<jcrvtce and report conteiTlplatcd by the Legislature, and expected 
by ihe fixecqlive, i» essential to a satisfactory result of this busi- 
ncs, and therefore I, pray for definite instructions, and particular- 
ly I wish to bi? iffrfOrnit^d, whether my conception of the extent 
acid nature of the duty imposed on Mr. \Vllliams^J>tld myself, im- 
plied by the words of the resolution of the Legislatgre, is exact, 
ftnii confoims with ihc view the Executive of the state has taken 
oi the duty expected from. us. 

\ understand that the rt^-port expected from Mr. VV, and my- 
self, ou^ht to embrace a sfatemem of the existing condition of the 
loat Ditvigaiion, from the heati of tide waiter, upwards, towards 
the sources of the Potomac and i.^s hrxmches, in Virginia as wfU 
asRLiryhind, and a statement of the monien alieady expended, 
and the pressnl condition of the resources of the Potomac Com- 
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psay, ancI.SjiiCgt«4i«ii8 0f llu>«r«7S ami oamos tketaedby us and 
tile eoimtftioiiers on the part of the ai«i€ of Virginitt, most expedi* 
^'nt and proper to be, adopted, 'and furnfabtfd by Virgiota and 
Maryland, to accomplish and perCeet lhi» navigation. 

The fir$t resolution .09e9 these a^ords in describing ibe Sr$t part 
of oar duty, which appears .to me i^ery broad and susceptible of 
Improper constraccion. 1 therefore, on this important part, asl^ 
explaoatioas from the Execotivc. 

Words of the resolution: *• VTHose duty it shall be lo examine 
into and report the state of the natrigatioo of the Potomac River, 
aiid its branches, &c.'^ 

It appears to me material td understand tbe nature and extent 
oF the examination contemplated liere. From its subsequent coit« 
liection t«tth the affairft^of the Potomac Company, I presume it is 
contined to tbe upper navigation of the Potdmac and its branches; 
bui does it enjoin, as T have supposed, a report, Zimi^^d ton 
statement of the existtng condition of that navigation simply, or 
does it enjoin a report os to the practicable improvement of wbicli 
ihe-navigation of those rivers is susceptible, from tide water up<^ 
wards towards tbe sources. 

The Executive of the state will no doubt perceive that there is 
a different kind of examination required to make a valuable re- 
port as to tbe ** practicable improvement,'^ from that necessary to 
prepare a report limited to a statement of the ** existing cuDdiiiou 
of the improvements and boat navigation Oil those riveis." I'o 
afoertain the practicable improvement, would occupy mere time 
of course, would repuire more implements and means, and ai^a 
would be* of much greater utility and importance to thestaies con* 
cerned. But even €o execute a faithful report as to the existing; 
condition of tbe navigation, agooci spirit«Ievel, with telescopic 
sights, ought to be added to a ^ood surveyors compass, staff, 
chain, S^c. supposed to be authorised. Tl'.e extent of the obfta<^ 
cles presented by rapids and cascades, cannot be ascertajnfed with- 
out t:ienV. Aboaring adgur, mittock, spade and crow bar arc 
also necessary in my opinion. 'i*hese toots being repbired to as« 
certain the quality of earth through which the existing locks and 
canal now, pass, and this knowledge is necessarvA^ understand 
the probable durability;, necessary repairs of ttmngs with strata 
of imperieirable earth, increase of reservoirs and feeders, aque«^ 
ducts and culverts^ &c. all which must needs enter into the calcu- 
lations of tbe amount of additional expenditure required! 

Having a«ked for these explanations and instructions, I desire 
further 10 be informed, to/iere and at what time I ahi to proceed 
to meet Air. A^illiaras, and the place and time, toAcrc and tohcn 
wff are to join the commissioners from Virginia. And lastly, ar 
which end of tbe rivers shall we be^in our exainination, from the 
sources down to the level ol tide water, or from, that level v\, 
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wBfiM I'lie Exeeslits mH peveeiM tiut m the commisfio« U^ 
eompd»ed ol gtmienienriMiioee from c»oh otiieri «iid uamcqvaio* 
t«d witb each others residence aod addrete, these diseetioos en 
their part wiU for^rardlbe andertaktng and peoceedhige. 

I am^ Sir; very respceffoliy^ 
Yoor obedieiltv 
ATHAN. FENWIOR^ 



( No. 9.) 

Council Chamber t Annapolis, June 7^ l,82r« 
Dbaii Siu-r-Yoor letter ef Ibe 3d inst. has been daly received 
ar>d farwarded to his excellency, who is at tbis time at bis farm 
in l^v'n^e George's cupnty. Moses. flQOlerjmnd Williaqa T. Mat 
&on, E^^qrs. have beeo appointed commissioQers on th^ part of the 
6iate of Virgints.-tixiVIr. Willfams has aecepted. ,As sQon as the 
governor receives official information fioqi the gevernor of Virgi- 
-nia, that Me$8rs. flonfcr and Mason have accepted (beir ccMnmis- 
ffions, yon \;vill be duly notified of the same. Some tioie dnd 
place of Rieeliug will be fiaed on by jou and the other comoiis* 
sioncrs* 

YoMrs &c, 
'' NIJSIIAN PINKNEY, 
Clerk of ibe Ctuncil. 
Colend Fenmck^ 

Tree Copy, 

NINIANPINKNEY,., 
Clerk of the Cnancil* 



( No. 3. ) 

Northampton Farm^ June 24^ I6$L 
D£^A:B Sia«— After much delay occasiuncd by the difficulty iu 
[gettiog genlleaien tp servei I have the honour officially to an- 
noonce. to yoar^exccUency. ihe suppainCtpent and acqeptance of 
Col. Elie WjIIiafh^ d.nd Col Athaoasuis Fenwick, as comisission- 
t;rs en the part of this siate^ to examine into and report, coc« 
jointly witb the commissioners from your state, the state of the 
navigation of the Potomac river and its branches &c. and shall be 
pleased to learn from you in return, that the commissien on the 
part of Virginia ba^ been likewise filled up. In order to avotd^ 
any /(iriber delay in the commencement and prosecution of a^ 
vvorH ^o interesting and important to ihe two statesj 1 would beg 
leave to. suggest to your excellency the propriety of setting ^a 
early as possible the time and place for the meeting of the comr 
alias oners; such an urrangemcnt by us appears to be made ne# 
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€esm>» both from ihe advance of the «eatofi and the rtinote ^itua^ 
tion of ibe commiasioiiers from each other. Cumberland 1 tbitik 
wottid be a suitable readeavous^ unless particular reasons should' 
induce you to give a pref^ence to tome other pUc^. The4ime 
I am compelled to leave more particularly with your excellency, 
^ under the hope that it may not be found inconvenientto fix it at 
an, early day. Tlie commissioners on the part of this state are in 
readiness, and only await the directions of the executive to enter 
upon the duties of thei^^tfppotntment. 

I renew with great pleasui;e the assurances of the very high 
ircspect and consideration with which t have the honour to remain 

Your Excellency's 
f Most obedient fellow ciiizen, 

SAMUEL SPRIGC. . 
His ExcePcncy 

Thovias M, Randolph, 
Governor of Virginia. 

True Copy, 

NINIAN PINKNEY. 
Glerk of the Council. 



( No. 4. ) 



Richmond^ June 30, 1851. 
Dear Sir— I have had the pleasure to receive ypur letter of the 
S5th inst. The executive of Virginia experienced some difficulty 
in making choice of ccmmis$ioners on their part, for the exami- 
nation of the Potomac, and enquiry into the affairs of that com 
pany. On the 3lst of May last, William Temple Thompson Ma* 
son, of Loudon county, and Moses Hunter of Frederick, were 
appointed. The fact of his appointment was notified to each com- 
missioner on the^same iday. Mf. Mason^s letter, intimating his 
acceptance, from Temple Hall near Leesborg in Loudon, was re- 
ceived on the 18th ins!, and Mr. Himter^s from Winchester on the 
g3d insi. There is no passage in the act of Virginia on this sub- 
ject, vt^hich requires.or auihorises the executive hfre to advise, in- 
struct, or direct their cornmissioners on any f^orht relating to it. 
It would otherwise have given pleasure here to ha«c adopted 
promptly the suggestions of your excellency as to the pUoe and 
tmie of meeting. We are quite certain that our commissioners 
will acquiesce wiih gi-eat alacrity in 3'our proposal; which you 
miglU iifirnediately communicate to them. I know only that the 
engineer of ihe board oF public works of Viirginia is fully infonn 
cd, in ihe qoanner prescribed, of tbe-rcqui«$itiun upon him, anti 
that he actually resides in Mary laud. Where he is at jsreseni I 
nm unable to say, but hope he i^H be in pl-ice when wanted. 
I cannot omit one observation on ihc prif-i of time. Tt)e occular 



Digitized by 



Google 



( i.5 ) 

survey requirerl, could nal have been made with any hope of 
resulis while ihe river was fall. Nor could it be made with the 
proper degree of patience at'a much later period ihao the coming 
monih of July, witboot great risk to ihe health of those engaged 
in it, from the bad air produced by the decay of shell-fish in the 
innumerable pools, basins, and holes of stagnant waierj which 
ihe riVer, when it shrinks in autumn^ leaves exposed to the hot 
sun of (he season. That source of dUcase is tiiore local than what 
the general decay of vegetable substances is apt lo give rise to; 
but the commissioners would be (borougbly exposed to it, and 
the probable consequences arc much more to be dreaded. All the 
rivers of ovr part of the coniinent, have kept full ibis year much 
later than common. By the middle or last of July, the Potomac 
will very likely be in a state fit to be viewed with accuracjr; and 
neither the putrifaction of animal substances in its waters^ nor 
the decline of ve«:etation will have commenced so soon^ 

With earnest assurances of very high consideration and 
respectk 

I a'm, your Excellency's 

Most cordial fellow ciliacn, 

TH. M. RANDOLPH. 
His Excclle?icy 

Governor SprJgg, of Maryland. 



( No. 5. ) 

Council Chamber, Annapolis, Jalif U, 1621. 
Dear StR-^-Your letter of the 3d of June last, un\he subject of 
the resolutions of the General Assenibly, under and by virtue of 
which you were appointed one of the conunissioners ip examinei 
the Potomac river aud its branches, was laid before the Execii-i 
live at their meeting on yesterday, and I phi Inslructcd by them 
to say, that they do not consider that :he resolutions vest any 
power in them \b instruct yoa, or to appoini the time and place 
for the meetin«j of the commissioners— ^that^mnst be arranged by 
yourselves. They think, however, with you, ihat the examioa. 
tion oftbe river is confined to the upper navic;aiion and its branch, 
es.^ Any implements or apparatus ihat our commissioners may 
indispensibly stand in need of, they are authorised toprocur*', 
and the expense attending the sam'-^\vill be paid for by the siaie. 

I- have ihe honor to be &c. 

NINIAN PINKNF-Y, 
Clerk of' lire Council. 
Coh Aihdnasius Fenwlck. 

True Copy, 

NINIA^J PINKNEY, 

Clork cl the C-.-urc-.l. 
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( N6. 6. ) 

Hancock, Juhj H^ 1821. 
' DsAR StR--^I received by tlie mail this oDOi-nidg, J^our favor 
ef the 6ih inst. informlog me that the governor and eooiTcil 
would be in session on the l9ili, when I presame the (tme and 
place for the meeting of the commissiontrs would be fixed. 

As funds will be wanted for procuring instruments^ boat, &c. 
and for prom pi payment to the engineeri cbnin carriers and boat'* 
men, who will depend on theic daily pay for their subsistence, 
and as private funds are not, in these times, overflowing, an aii* 
vance from the treasury becomes indispehsible, whibh yod will 
please to make known to the governor* in order that Mr. Pen- 
wiek or myself may be authorised to drav^ for four or five hun« 
dred dollars, to be accounted for. A draft may be negociated in 
the Hagers Town Bank. 

Yodr Obedient Servant. 

ELIE WILLIAMS. 
Ninmn Pinkney* Esq. 

CUrh of iht CounciL 



( No. 7. ) 

rCouncil Chamber^ Annapolh, Jidti 31. I8€i. 
Dbas Sir— 1 have to inform you; that 1 have forwarded by 
this,mail, undercover to Elie Williams^ Esq. an order on the trea> 
f^urer ot* the Western Shore for five hundred dollars, in favor- of 
that gentleman and yourself, to be applied towards defraying eer- 
lain expenses that will necesiarily attend the commission^ and 
that mustjltobably be paid daily. 

I hive the honor to be, &c, 

NINlANlMNKlSfEY, 
Clerk oftbe C^iincil. 
Col. Athanasius Fentvick. 

TrueCopy^ 

NINJAN PINKNEY, 
Clerk of the Coanci!. 



( No. §. ) 

Hancock, Julif 26, tS2\, 

D£ARSta«-^I received your favor of the i4th inst. and regfet 

that the time and place for the Potonrac comnrissioners could not 

have been fixed by the Governor and council, as it would havr 

saved time in convening the commissioners, I shall however Ioofc 
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no time io commQAicaUan; witb mr eollegae and the Virgiaia 
commistioners to effott 9 meeting ai fooo at poisiMe 

I wrote you about the 14fcli on the HibjecC of an advance of 
funds for meeting the expense of an iAitraaienty;parchafte 6f a 
boat, and dailf pay of men in emiploy, who will require their 
daily pay for their daily tnbsistence. We cannot progreia in the 
busineis witboui those funds, and I have none to spare. I hope 
if the governor is not at Annapolis, yon will take early means of 
making him acquainted with these wants, and let me hear froni 
yau as soon as possible. 

I am with great.respecl^ 
Your Obrtlient Servant, 
- ^ EME WILLIAMS. 

Nini^n Pinknty^ Esq. 

Cfcr k of the CounciL 



( No. 8. ) 

iCren^ Mill P. O. Aug. $ft 18«1. 
^To his Excellency 

The Governor, ia Council. 

SiR«^Por soaae cause it appears that the commissioners nomi- 
nated on the part of the state of Virginia to examine the naviga- 
tion of the Potomac |tc. have not jei received any commission. 

Wm. T. T. Mason, Esqr. who eorotnnnicated this information 
10 roe, by last mail, supposes that it may be in consequence of 
the executive of Virginia feeling Only attth6rised to appoint in 
case the legislature of Maryland passed a corresponding law, and 
upon examination, they 6nd the rtaolutioos of Maryland are not 
of the character they deem requisite. I feel it my duty io apprise 
our executive of this circumstance, to explain the cause of the 
delay in commencing operations on the part of Mr. Williams 
and myself, yvbo we;e only waiting for the Virginia commis- 
aioners, . * 

If any satisfactory explanations between the two states could 
be made before th^ month of October, a healthier or more 
agreeabke season wilt yet affori^ time before the meeting' of the 
legislati^re for the discbarge of our duty. And the improvement 
of the navigation of the Potomac, is on ao many accounts, an ob- 
ject of ao much magnitude and ao advantageous for the interests 
of Maryland generally, and concerning which so deep a solici* 
tude is already excited in the pobtio mind, and particularly in 
(hat parr of our state more imm^^diately interested, that it ap* 
pears to me important if possible to remove the objection of Vir- 
fc'mia, or to Ut blame of the delay rest on that state, and not on 
Maryland. 

I am, stty respectfully, 
3 ATHANASIUSFENWICK. 
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Report and Resolutions oftht General Court of NtH)* Hampshire 
respecting an appropriation of Public Lands for theparpost^ 
of educadon. > 

STATE OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

The comfrt,it«ec to whom was i^tferrcd so cuach of hiji excel- 
lency's message as relates lo o cctnmuniealion from ibc legisla- 
ture 6f the state of Maryland, ask leave to report--^ 
/' That ibe communicatioh submitted to them embraces a report 
'and certain rcsolations, thereupon, adopted by the legisUiurc of 
the state of Maryland, th^ Qbject pf whrck is to e^il \\xt atten- 
tion of Cofigress aad the Legislatures of the several siates to the 
{public Und^^.:^$! a fujf'tl fr'm which appiopriations for the purposes 
x)f educttidbht^y Wnl^ pjstice be claimed by »ll the originfti st^^es, 
and sopie of the new ones. 

Your committee have, with much atteniion, examined the 
grounds on which this claim is supposed \o rest; ar.d froth this 
exarnination are satisfied that the principles contended for ^re 
jost and equitable, and therifofie Jo cofncurin the opinion express- 
ed 'in tb( aforesaid GOct]t}ienis^ It is not. bowever, dceiYied nc' 
ce»sai7« on this occasion, to enier intoan elaborate expas-tion of 
the principles oh v^'hich this claim is founded, as this would lead 
'P.^^lj' .to a recapitulation of th^ circumstanced letied upon, and 
tjie arguo^pts deduced by the cooimiilce Avbo ^natured the re|>ort 
and resolution^ nojv under coDSiderauon« It may be proper, noi- 
inrithstandinfs^ to present fur consideration, a few of the points 
brought tovie,w,in the report of that committee. 
, rlt is aliefi;ed that before the.vvar of (be rcvolntion, these states 
yif^ft^rtgal viwA not proprietary provinces^ 2^x\d that ihc right of 
di^<pQ,&ipg of them was ciaioted and exercised by the Crown in 
aome fQ^:m or other; that by the treaty of peace in 1783^ Great 
Britain rc^li^quished ''to the United Siate^^all claim to the^o. 
vernment,^ prpneriy and territorial rights of the same, and every 
part thereof;" ibJ|t beiwcerj 1783 aod 1802, Ihc/Uniied Slates ac- 
quired an indisputable titjc'to all the public lands east of the 
lyiU^i^ippit 'by cessioni^ frorn oil those 6tute«»'iK'hich had ettalii' 
sively ^liti^ec) the unsettled la^ds uiihhi \\\^H icspectivc limits, 
e^^ep( a imall part oi\ the icrritorVp ihirh ttow constitute^ the 
Malfs .of. lyij.s&issippi and AUbam^^ which was acquired under 
tliQ Ir^t^ <i£*dU)g Louisiana; thuL alL (he terrjiory west of the 
IVli«§t8sippi river, together witi^.tlic &putben>, extremity of the 
,staies>of Mississippi and Alabama, was purc.basad of France for 
fifteen millions of dollars, .and that, al^ the sums of money reqoir^ 
ed to pay France, to extinguish the Indian. title to the public lands 
and the like, was paid oiit of }])e..i treasury of the United States, 
thecOfnmoiiwfuQd of the whole Union. Forasmuch^ iherefprec 
a^ the propei'ty and ]tivi&diction of <he soil were acquired by the 
common means of all» it is contended thai the public lands, whe- 
ther acquired by purchase, by force, or* by aeia or deeds of 
(:etsiL.n frcm individtjal states, are the commpn property of the 
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Union, and ought lo enarc lo ihc common use' antlTiencfit of all 
the slates in juse proporlrons, and not to ihe use and bcnefii of 
any particular state or Males^ to^fh^j'exclttston of Ihe others; and 
that any partial appropriation of them for state purposes, 'Ms a 
violation of ihe spiril of our national compaci, as well as ib« prin- 
ciples of justice and sridnd policy." 

On the cnqtirry whether ihe acts of congress; *in relation to l.hc 
i)ppropriation of the public lands have been strictly national^ it is 
ascertained that by the extstinjBt laws relatint^ to the survey and 
gale of them, onif* ihiny-siith piart thereof has been reserved and 
appropriated fU perpeiuii^; for the snppor^ 'of common schooU; 
hesitJea^which, larf»e ftfipropriattoflrts have bc^ in:i(re in the naiy 
states generally, for the erection and maintenance of seminarifis oC 
learning^ of a higLer grade than common schools, equal, it is'cal* 
colated,'loone fifth part of the appropriations for the, coaimon 
school?, ' * • ■ •....' 

It is said on good authority, that all iht states and territories in 
5ivho9e favor appropriations have thus been and arc to be madei 
according to existing laws in support of literary institotion^, 
contain 437,997,125 acr^s, and that the total amount af these' 
literary appropriatrons in tbe new states and terrilJories, will be 
14,576,561) 2-3 acres, which ai i^9 per acre, a sum less than the 
average price of all the public lantls which have heretofore been ' 
solj, ihe amount in money will be ^29 153,139 13. 

The Btate of Ne'w-Hampshfre' contains 6,074»240 acres; *of 
course, her proportionate s^are of tiiie public lantfs for literary 
purposes, on the principles 'a/)oVe Slated, would be S09,473 
sicres. 

It is admitted that so far as the pnblic landl have been sold 
and the money paid into the notional treasury, or anpropiiatcd 
toe purposes of defence, all the states have derived tf justly pro-, 
portionate benefit from' them. IsTor is a ppiril of envy attempt* 
cd lo be cherished losvards the new strnfcs on^acconrtt of*ihe 
bountiful appropriations made mo them (or literary purposes; bur. 
it cannot be deniedi^iih^t stjcb appropiiaiicns (n favor of any smtc 
or states, to the exclusion of itie irsf, ^bere the appropriation^} 
^s^ould have been beneficial and inltfht h^ve been extended to all 
alike, wtjuld be a departure from sound policy as well as from 
laiparttul jusiice. These appropriations arc of sueh a n^furc 
that they mlj»hi havd been, ao/J siitl may be exrendfd to all (lie 
Mates. These states therefore lor whose benotit sorb apprcpi i:\« 
lions have not yet been made, will not be true to ihem-^trlv. -, ii 
tliey do not make known to conofres^, who^alone pusifss ihe 
power to make tbenj, their request lor sucli a|.propriation, not 
as a matter of favor, but of rijiht- 

Whereupon your corhmittoe beg leave \o recommend the aJcp 
lion of the following; resolutions. j 

Resolved by the. Senate awl J Jons e of Repn^serJatlvc:^ of :'ic 
State of Ne%o- Hampshire, in General Court coitvcued, lh..i 
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eaatof tlie ttniled Stlitet^ bat an equal right to (^arlicipafe in 
tbe benefit of th« poblitf lands aa the coaiiQpn pi*opertj of the 
tJaloci; and that the aiaiea in vbose favor Oongress hate not 
made uppropriattana o'r laod Tor tbe parpoaea of education are en- 
titled to aocb appiopriationft aa will be in a jaat proportion with 
tboae heretofore made in favor of the other atatea* 

J?esoiue^« That Hia t^xcellency tbe 63vernpr» be requested to 
ffansmu Gopraa of the foregoiog report and reaolotioo to each of 
Our Senatora and Repreaentatives in Congress, with a request 
tbat tbej ^ill ,oae their endeavor^ to procure the passage of an 
act to appropriate M the use of the siate^of New- Hampshire, 
for the porpoae ofjducationi such quantity /of the public lands 
as ahall be equitable and juat. 

Resolvtd. That hia EacellenOj tbe Qovernor be also requested 
td transuiit copieaof the aaid report and resolutions to tbe Go- 
vet*nora of the several atatea of Ibe tltii^o, with a request that 
ibey will cotnmohioate the same to tbe t^ialaturea thereof res- 
pectitrely, and solicit their co-operation to carry into effect the 
jost principles therein set forth. 

Ail l^htch is respectfully s.ubmitted by 

NEHEMIAH EASTM AN,/or tht CommilUt. 

State ot Xeilr-n9Lami^dluire. 

InSenate, June 18^1891. 
t*be foregoing report and resi^aiions were read and adopted. 
Sent down for cr^ncurrence, 

JONATHAN HARV&Y. Prmdent. 
In the House of RepresentcUiviSy June 21, i^l. 
BLead and concurred 

ICHABOD BARTLETT, iSpca^cr, 
June 99, 1891<iiAApprofed, 

SAMUEL BELL. 
A t^Q<» copy^ii«-Atteat» 

SAMUEL SPARHAWKt 5«crc(oir3* 



^ .' 
'./" 



Ea^ecutive Dipartfii^nt, \ 
Chester^ July 3Wh, 18^1 . 

SIR. ■ 

1 faati^e the honor to transmit yoo tbe eoelosed reaohslions 
of the Legislature of New- Hampshire. 
^ I am^ with high respect^ 

Your excellency a 
Obedient servant^ 

SAMUEL BELL. 
Hii ICscelleooj^ Bamttel Sprigg^ 
Governor of Maryland* 
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tteport and Resaladons of the GemeralAssefnbiy of Conncciicut^ 
respecting an appropriation of Pubik Lands Jar the purposes 
of eductHion. 

The Commiiite to whom was referred so much of the Governor's 
Message as rclatts to the Repori to the Senate of Maryland', 
and Resolutions thereto annexed. 

. Yoor comtDittee concur in ihe seniinient e);f>rr^3ed in (he re- 
t>ori submitted lo their consideration^ that cduc^uon and a gene- 
ral dilFusion of knowledge, in govcrno^ents constituted like 
ihose of ihe UoiiedSuteap ^^e of |> real injp.orlance; and that •*ia 
proportion. as (he •(rnciure ol a governiiieul ^ives force lo public 
opinion, isefssential, thai public opinion sbool be enlightened.*^ 
It is tferiih^reat satisfaction Ihiit yoor committee Botice ihe ge- 
neral and increased eiFortfi making iadi&Vrcnt portions of ihe 
Union, for. extending knowledge and the means o/ education to 
every part of the comtnnniiy; and that while our universities aiTd. 
colleges experience the kind and liberal consideration of the pab 
tic, and of benificent iniiividuals^ the common schools^ vvbich 
afford all needed. insiruetion 10 every one^ alike to the poor ato'd 
the rich, have become objects of great intrte*:!, and receive ifaie' 

F peculiar regard of governmenr. The philanthropist and behevo- 
ent statesman, can now indulg<» the expcctaiion, that the tiitia it 
not far distant, when^ by the aid of the General Government, 
every iodivid-ual in the UniteTi States may receive all \h^ moNi 
and intellectual improvement of w btch he may be suseepiible. . 
Dtiring the struggle of the revQlution> and at the final establish • 
ment.,of. ibe lO/IependeDiMs of the country » the question was much 
agitated, to whom the vacant lands should belong; whethef to the 
United States, or the individual states, within whose nominal 
limits they were, sitaatisd. The States contended, that, beinjf 
within their boundaries, the vacant lands belonged to tbo States 
within wbose.pomibal limits they might be located. The U. Srates/^ 
elaimedf that 84, these lartds, before the reyolutton, were vested in 
theCrown,and were acquired by theexertibnsof a/^the slates, Ihey 
ought, and did of rights belong to thrU. Staies.-«-This question at 
onetime endangered the peace and independence of the coontryi 
it was finally settled in a spirit of inut'ial concession and^forbear* 
aoee, and resulted In the cession of the principal part of ibev4* 
cant lands to the tJnited States, while the states in whose Itm^a 
the lands !;iy, were secured in ccnsidcrable portions of ferriiory", 
moch of which baa been appropriated to the support of public 
scbodia in the several states. — By the laws of the United Siaiei, 
oQe tfoirty*#ixth part of the public lands in the new Slates and 
Territories, has been appropriated for the support of puhiic rschools; 
and it is believed, that a further appropriation hns been made for 
colleges and seminaries of a higher ^rade, equal to one iiith of 
the appropriation for common schools. A number of tbt states^ 
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in «hich the State of Mary lai\d cnay be included^ from their 1()« 
cation and charter limit$9 have jiot been benefitted by the public 
landsp excepting so fur as their avails may have. come into the 
public treasury; and their schools and colleger have languished 
from the wani of that aid derived from the public lands, from, 
which many of the States haue profited— - In this State, our in* 
stitntions of learning need the fostering hand of government. 

The State of Mar>Un<l ^arly resisted the claim of the sercral 
Slates; and, on account of their refusal to cede the vacant lands 
to the United States, refused for a tjme to accede to the conledcra'% 
tioa; yet, from a high sense of her duty to the Union, and the 
diinger to which the c^usc of indepeadence would be. sobjeesed^ 
from further cpntinuioii; her opposition, yielded to the neces<;ities 
of the country. — This State bccamt a yerj efficient member of the 
Union; and frooi her local situatioa and her exertion in th« public 
cause, was made to sulTer great privations and repeated ravages 
of the enemy, which she su^aincd with a spirit ^ml fortitude pro- 
portionate to her trials. The individual Stales must be considered 
as branches of the great family of the Union, and have an equal 
interest with the United Staves^ that provision should be made 
for instruction, in every part of the country.*— This is a subject 
of common concern. 

An appropriation of a small portio.« of the national domain w^uld 
be sufficient for this important objects but as the public lands 
are, for this, and other purposes, by the Constitution of the United 
Stales, wholly at tbcj disposition of Congress/ the Oommiticc re- 
spectfully submit the annexed Resolution* 
Per order, 

ELIAS PERKINS. 
House of Representatives, . 

Acceptetl and approved. 

Attest, NATHAN JOHNSON, CZcri. 
In Seoale^. May Session, 1891, 
f Acceptrd aqd appioved* 

Aiic.M. WiVI. WT. BOA R&MA N, Clerk 
, A true copy of the oij^inal report on file, 
. Exanuned by 

THOMAS DAY, Secretary. 

Jt a General Assemhhj of the Slate of Connecticut, holdcn at 
Hartford, in said State^ on the first . Wednesday, of May, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred a?id tivculy- 
* one. 

Resolved, That His E?ccel!ehcy the Governor, bo requested to 
transmit copies of the foregoing Report, to the Senatorji and Rt\ 
presentativesof this State 'in the Cpngresis of the United Slaus 
and to the Governor of the Stale of Maryland. 
A true copy of record, 

TCximinrd bv 

THOMAS DAY, Sccro'arj. 
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STATK OF CONNIX I IGUT, liXliCUTiVE DEl^AT- ' 

AJENT. 

Jjiichjield^ June 20/A, 1891. 
SiR-^I have Ibc honor 10 fransmit bercwivh to you^ a copy of 
Jhe Report ol' a Joioi Committee^ tO;lbc Gefieral Asficmbly of 
this 6tate, and ofa resoiuiion passed thereoo, at Cheir lateScssioo* 
1 am, very respecirully. 

Your obedient servant, 

OLIV. woLcoxr. , 

His Excellency^ the Governor, . . 

Of Ihf Slate of Maryland. . 



Letter from the Secretary of State of the United StafeSy relative 
to slaves carried az(?ay after the peace. 

Department of State, 7* ' 
Afar ch 29, 182 1. V • 
SiRj—^Thc qoesiion upon the construction of that part of the 
tirst anicie ol the treaty of Ghent, which siiptilated that slaves 
sbouhl not be carried away from the United States by British 
oilicers after the conclusion of the peace, having been fubmiued 
by the Ani<M-ican and British gotrernments^to the decision of the 
Enrperor of Russia, the British secretary of state for foreign af* 
fairs, has demanded, that in the cveut of a decision in favor of the 
construction insisted upon by the United biatcs, the foil extern 
of the demand upon Great Britain, for restitution or indeTOoiij 
for slaves cfxrried a way:, should be made knovvn as, speedily as 
passible, J am directed by the Piesid.en^ to suggest that notice 
should .be given to the suft'erors, to transmit vi^ithout delay, to this 
department, ftuthertlcalcd proof of the number of slaves carried 
avva}', and their Value, by the current prices at which they might 
have been suljj at the time when the lo»s was susiaintd, specify • 
ing the ndme,ajje, sex, and value ofejich individual slave lost. 
^ . I Lave the Lonurtn he, &ic« 

. JOHN Q. ADAMS, 
His Exccllcnci/ Samuel Sprigg. •' 



Correspondence bf Lohn L. Kerr, Esq. a^^hi Jor the settlement 
of the staters claimon the general governmeni ^ J or oxpenditHriss 
during the lute xiDar. . . 

, , . ( No.l. ) 

'' ' * iJwA^o.^j, ■3/r'/rc7tCo, 1821.. 

Sin-^On my relurti frohi Washington in.lanv^aiy lust, 1 ex- 
plained to your excellency at)d the council, the course \^bich I 
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bad porsued in leUtion to the last statement, sent io me by the 
Third Aaclilor, of the iiemaoftbe militia claim, which were snil 
suspehded or disallowed by him^ and also in relation to the addi- 
tional accoants for ammunition and transportatioh tfarms^ pre«> 
aented in July last; and I exhibited to you a copy ot \\\e exphna* 
tory cDemorandttm, .which I had left with Mr» Uagner for a re* 
consideration, by himself and the Secretary of War, of such por- 
tion of our claims as I had thought it right and expedient still to 
insist upon. 

You were pleased to leave to my disci'etion the further proceed- 
ing in this matter^ and as I knew the tmpractidableness of get. 
ting any thing done tfil ih^ close of the session pf Congress^ I 
have heretofore deferred any commtmication on the sttl>ject/ 
.. jThe first reqaisith lOwards an adjustment of the accounts for 
anamuniiion and transportation! as was suggested, is the trans- 
mission to Mr. Hagncr/of all tbe warrants on the Treasury for 
the payments made by the* state, which Mr. Pinkney, without 
doubt, will be able to procure from the Treasurer, who will lend 
thetn for this purpose; as he has heretofore done. Mr. Pinkney 
has the original statement of the acicotinis, and under your direc 
lion will immediately procure from the Treasurer the draughts or 
wirrents corresponding with the sereral items, and transmit 
them to Mr. Hagner, 

With regard to the items of our origindl claims which stand 
suspended foi want of vouchers or additional proofs/ I propose 
as soon as possible to communicate to Mr. Pinkney a full memo* 
randum ot the vouchers wanting, and of the kind of evidence to 
be procured^ It will be necessary to give some considerable 
trouble to general Sqart, and othe/ militia officers, for which I ask 
iHc sai>ctioh of tht executive* Mr. Pinkney can receive from 
the board general instructions to request of those officers such 
•Kptanations^ and the performance of such acts as may be neces- 
sary to effect the object in view, agreeably to the memorandum I 
propose to gire. / 

1 have a conndent hope of procuiing an adju'stmeni of soisie 
considerable' portion, as well of the suspended ittHfis of the claiftJS 
first presented, as of the additional accounts. 
1 have the honor to be, . 
Your Excellency V 
^ Obedient humble servant, 

^ JOHN I.EED8 KERR. 

P. S.^ As Mr. Pinkney and myself bad an understanding on 
the subject of the treasury warrants, before' I left Annapolis, he 
has perhaps already transmitted theo:i» 

J» JL't !*•• . . 

Hia Excellency Samuel Spriggj jEsq. 
Governor of Maryland, 
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' ( No. e. ) 

' ' " Ea::(on, Ncwcrnbcr'2ii\\, 1^21. 

Sir— Since, my corniiiunicatioii (o you of ihe 'J5»h of Marcti 
last, on the subjeci of ihe rctnainin^ clai-ns oT iLe biate en ihe 
general government, noibinj; has occincd to rt-rider utccs ary 
any call for further inslruciions i'rorn your excellency and the 
CQuncif. ' In porsuiince of ihc arrangement ih<»n si*{;fgesieci, Mr. 
Pinkncjr f9r\yarded ibe executivt. warrants for ihc sevi ral pay- 

- ments made by the stater^ as char«;cd in l lie accounis for aninju- 

' nitroiiiiAd Iransporlation, &c. anJ he hfp^ since, Uvku liir^c lo 
tt^de»\rs4Bmitted lo Mr, Hagncr all bucIJ ^u!tii ir>nol vouchels 
relatini; to the suspencfed itcqns of our Grigiiial c!&tin, as I:jvc been 

' supplied by applicatiuui; lo mililia onicersi and oihrr pri lions. 

" • As I WW sensible of the im possibility c^ f»rn»>!iinf» ; ricf nroof 
of the special disjtribution of the povtrder^ &o. in Hie i^vXt of ih(* 
militia/ the claim for a reiaibnreen|f»Hi i'l ilie price *oi^ value *cf 
the quaniity used in the service,- has n^fU^I en ihc j;ciifr2i state 

' mehi and certificate, trUieh were cllicially nan^m'iiletl by Mr. 

* Pinkney, as ilie clerk of ifae council ; and* 1 hope thai uo faiiher 
evidence will be dewiandcd on thai point. - ' 

On ray visit tp Washington, in Jafiuary last, I hid made to ihc 
Auditor every favorable explanailim that was 'u\ my piivbr on \\u* 
vouchers and proofs then before us, of the ficveral items of our 
original claiaiy which were siill susper.dcd; and I had Ivfi furh 
an 'explanatory metnorftndum in writing as woufd serve for a re- 
ference lo the secretary of war, in rii'larion lo any pclnts upt^ri 
which the Auditor miphi doubt in \he course of his re'-ex.»mjua~ 
tioo. I therefore, thought it my duty, us early as July li$r, it* iir.'t* 

■ an' immediate adjustfnent of our claims, and I b^^ve re^iys^iicd tny 
earnest solicitation for it bulb to ibe.' Audit'jj- arnl /Sfjcielaf y ot 
War, as your excellency and the (?our;ciI \-. ill pcroi^i^e fr^.m itjc 
correspondence herewith trar.smiutd. 

: Since ray leiler.io the S«4creiar.y of Wcr, of the l7ih in>Sar.t, 
I have daily expl:fled a communicaiit)n on ;he subject, ui;ci htp:u 
to have beieti able to inform yon of bU'h*a result as wonlj h^t c<u\ 

V.venientto'the state; bui I have b^en disappoiiuod. If conirai iJy 
to*^my expeciaiibns, it be required of jjs lo offer any oihrr ypu oti 
than those already furwardt-d la Mr. lia^jncr, ;tiirl t!:e ^vvrunis 
be'still suspended,* 1 must, in fhui ca?o, uk.: }h« hdvio*" «»ud \v- 

'strnclions of Jrourexeelkncy ;ndM lie coijr.cilp vy^>i\ \hit firieticJi-. 
ble'fiess ahd'ihemeitns of proeurln^'j iiitfji?.. : \. ■ 
* I have Alio lioitnr' {a hi- , 

\ Sir; y-'uf ^j.\c.'ilency-^s • 

* * " * " Oi.-cdicni SfrvAHi.. ' . • ' 

^ • . '. ^ . ^ . . . . JOJ:!X Li:f:DS KMlii 

"* His £xcelUncjj Safiiud Spyh,i;\ .* 

Governor of Mcinj land 
4 
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( COPIES. ) 

Easlon, July ad^ 182U 
Sm^ — Yoif v^ill oiuch oblige me^by stating whether yoor atten- 
tion has been given to \\ie suspenff^'d items of the MaryUnd claim 
and the addiiional accounts, which I submitted to your conside- 
ration. ^^ 

The memorandam whrch I left wiih.yoo last wlpteft wiU i^ea- 
dily recai >our recolleetion to the grounds on «rhich it is hoj^ed 
the greater portion of our rerttftioing demands will be sttinfied. 
¥00 will greatly;. oblige me (who am still ftecessarilv engaged id 
the natkiter») by dir^iing-ypur atieption to our Ittbjeqt^ at. ypvtt 
csriiest leisure/and'by cpmlnupieaiing to me the result. 

I left a oiemorandum with Mr. ^inkney, the clerMf thejcoun* 
cil» of the additional evideoce 16 be procured. Be plQa^ied to for- 
ward to him any paper« belonging to the^tate^ which. he. may re 
quest as necessary to' our purpose pf affording. a)l addliiooal 
proofs and explanations ihat may be in ibe power of the state ex* 
ecutive. It is highly desir^able that a final decision be made op« 
oh this subject, and withooi any longer having a pti^sonal inter* 
est in the event, t feel much solipitqde that a cuim« which I have 
always sincerely thought |>erfeptly equitable, and the general 
government bcond to pay, stiould be fully satisfied; and the libe** 
ralsdjustment which hnf already been conceded to us, for so 
much as has been paid, affords me the strongest hope> that upon 
yoqr re-consideration of tbe subject jrou will U«ye hut little 
unpaid • 

I remain, sir, with ientin^ehts qf mu^ respect an4 conslde- 
ration, your obedient hismble aervant* 

\ JOHN LEEDS KE^R. . 

Peitr ttagntr^ Esq^. 
Third -Auditor, Treasury Dtpxurifnent^ 



Trcasurul/^pp^inimim^:^^ . , # 
piird Auditor^ sxiffict, July 11,1 %%uS 

Sta — I have received yii^Mr letter of the 3a instaat. L bi^re lUso 
rrceivj^d one.of tlieaarae date from \|r. Pinkoey* covering dp^ar. 
menf a^ bel»ngiog to ihe accounts of the state of JVlaryjandf. . -, . 

The vouchers bet(Higing,to the abstract^ foi; anamuoition^ord- 
nance stores, &c. presented since the settlement 0f tba^st.ate!s 
accounts on iba$Oth November last, have not been e^aqainetl. 
Ii was onderstood (hat other vou^hera would be rendered^ and on 
the application of Mr. Pitikney, they were forwarded to biip- en 
tbe 14th of May, and have this day been returned* Mr. Pink- 
pey states in. his letter a<;companying them, that he has other 
documents to^ procure and render, and as it Ja dcsj^^ai^e tl^tt tbe 
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neki srtiement of ih? account should be final and cdoelotif^i an 
examinktioti will be delayed ontil all ibe voachera are rendered. 

] am, Sir, respirctfuljy, 
Year ob<*rficht tervant^ 

PETEftHAGNER, 

Auditor. / 
John L^ Xtrr, Esq^. Easion. 



'4- Easfffft, Oct. \7fl6il. 

DcjC^ Btw^tfi your Iclier cf'thc 11th of Juiy last, >ou 8ifjni» 
Bed your inieniicm lo defer ihe furthef fX&minalion of ihe Mary- 
land hBllitia accounts ontil ail Ih'? vouchers were rendered. Mr. , 
Pfnkitfy^ the cfeik of '.lie council, has inrormed me »hai he bas 
transmitted to you several addiiioirBl vouchers* aod ihsi some 
erplanatioiia have been made by gen. Stewart, iotelalion to the 
last abstract of iicnrs suspended of disallowed by you, amoonting 
10 19,283 43. 

On Ihe )^h of Jartti^^fy last, I submitted io you an estplana* 
tOry meniorundum of the items of this balauce, shjewiog which* 
weieifjientled to be still insisted on. 

From the comcniuiications which I have la.cly received from. 
Mr. Pinkciey, I believe liicre' is i.o'ground to «apect thai we shall 
be able to offer any iniportant further proofs or vouchers i» t-up* 
port of this balance than those now in ^our possessi&n, and as tl<e 
legislature of ibe sta c will soon be convened, it is highly desti e- 
able Chat aU bar claims should be immediaieiy liqutdaicd, that, 
ihb state m^y at once derive the benefit of whatever sum aidy b*^ 
due. I beg leave, th-reforf, once more ta submit to your cou- 
sideraiioD theiictns of our original claim w1iic/< stitl sta^d sii;* 
peoded; refeiring you to my mecnorandum presented iu.Janua, 
ry Uti» to the additional vouchers and proots whicj have tu'r.n 
ainee forwrartled k> you, and to tbe memof.indom in relation tu 
suiidry items, wliiek I hare ju$t 'received fioni the clerk of tho 
coiincH» . "^ . . : f. 

Ilt^relalhm lothe amouct for ammaoiiion &c. mat kcd A. M:. 
Pinfcoey bis transmitted \o yM a gf'neral eertvfioale oc hfr4iet*irn» 
of the qoantily en karid and piirch'i<;<*d by the f>ta«.e ai :«iv: cei\>^ 
ilieneement of, and during' the late war, and of iliJ^f whicri u^ 
rpained at its eoneiosioh, from which slau^njent nuly tbi^ s tii*? 
can be Enabled to obtain a jjgt reinU>ur<cn}en-. ^ ^^^r e'-i<lf'fH;e if 
the delivery and disfosilion i>f every parcil which w-j^ u'sc.l ilur 
ing^he service, can never be proctM^iF. O. der« (o- -iXv (Mynt *yi 
of many porttonStft'if?^^f doubil-fc?, lie ix'..ii)iiC4i to ><h;; U\ii 
vouchers of the particular d'sposiriou lli/^rVo^ in iUt- hantU ^i' Ij > 
rntlitia, iTre no! lobe hoped for. i: is, ihcre^ort*, cortiKu'iy e\ 
tweeted » t bat in th« scitlemeoi rf ihi# aecouisf, the .vaiiie l»:i-f;? 
mode of adjustment will be aduptt i u« has alf-^aiiv U\'fj! cm r^^ri. 
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eil'm Ude ilqiudai'iDn pf our accoi/nts fbf supplies, in which regn^ 
lar vciiciicrsof ihf particular difpositlon of Ihera, have been jusily 
dispensed wi;b. 

'I hr accoiint marked B. for traasporlaiion &c. must befubmU- 
ic{4 for a final *;iu(!it on the s,iatcrofni and vouchers cxhibiied with 
it, no pjrticuUr obJT*ctT0i1s to any part of tbis-claim being amid- 
paled. • . ' 

As in the adjustments which have heretofore been ina<1e of a 
part ©four »cfco4mtF, which ih^stridt rules of your ofBcelbrbade 
yqu ifj^adrnit, yo.o wifl 1.1c so j^ooii ajj 16 hjtr^ in my beha!ftUoi4>e 
finil ifeclsion of ih« Fccretary of \vaf, any portion of these ac- 
connts'von may hcs^ita^cio allow. 

I bf ifcT Icavr, sir^io express to yon my ^rcai anxiciy to have Ihc 
Maryland militia claims Tinally s^ltlecij and I solicit your carli* 
Oil al^ca ion u> ihrro; nnd you will confer a peculiar favor by 
t»*;irirjvjricali{!g tome ihc result of your cxatninaiion as early as 

1 am. Sir, 

VVnh very high respect, 
Your obctlf»*nt humble ^ervanf. 
JOrtNIiEEBSKERR. 

FeUr JJtjg/fcr, Esq* 

rjfl /Iudilo}\ Trca&urij Department' 



Tyeasurti DcparlTnenf^ 7 

. . 3d Aiulilor\s Office, Oct 23ci, ISSl. 3 

biu— •I.li^ve received your letter of the 17th ins;, under cover of 
one from Mr. Pinkncy, on the subject of the adjusmient of ijie 
f (Ifiiiicnal claims id' ihe.statc of Maryland. 1 inlormed tkai gen- 
tlemen, under date of (be 17tl) Ynst. that the indisposition gf the 
clcik to whem ibc.acccunu of the slate had been confided for ejL* 
anunatioji, previrnted (he . immediate InvcstiRfttffon of the docu« 
nieuH larworded, bwi that on his return tcr Mic ofljce> no tiftic 
^vould be lost in taking np* and deciding upiVVi the claims of the 
,si.Te. Thift difficulty being now removed by the aitenjrlance 
c i tliG <{cik> the accourus will be entered upon as soon as practi* 
cabLc. • . . 

^J:: Recpcclfuily, 

Your obedient servant, 

''^ V ' Auditor* 

^uJin h. Kerr, J'^i^ci: Easton. 



' ** ' ' Eastcn, November !>/*, 18gl, 

^iRC^l!y your le5terx>f t!te 23d ultiino, I was informed that llie 
a/cnriis cf iho $lavc t)1 Maryland would be again taken up. as 
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soon as prActieabU, and as I had long since laid before you aU 
the explanations I wa« able to Igive of the several suspended 
items, and all bocb additional evidence as our owti ezecdiive de« 
partment could afford, had been transmitted to you« I forbore to 
trouble you farther on the subject, having the fullest confidence 
that your fiAal adjustment of the balance due thestate urbuld 
accord with the liberality beriitofbre manifested* • 

The near approach of the fession of the General Aaseiubly, 
prompts me once morevto inireat you tc» bring our C9se to a 
eooclaaionv so that wbai^fer residue of mopey is due to the state 
may bo remitted lo tlie treasury before the d|bmAeiice(nentt>f thib 
session, * • ' » . 

. You are doubtless 89 familiarly acqi^aihted with the affairs of 
our state, as to know the importance of every such sum as even 
that which is sti41 claimed from the gieneral governmehtt and 
hov desirable it is to have it paid 'v,i at the season of our finan- 
cial arrangentents. ^ * 

In your last abstract, marked B« of suspended and rejected 
items, there is an item (No. 368.) foi* a sum of five hundred doU 
lars, advanced by the executive to Major Henry James. Carroli> 
for militia supplies. 

I had not heretofore in my power any other proof of the applica- 
tion of this money to the purpose for vvhioh it was intended than 
the checks of major Carroll on the bank of Sbitierset^' where it 
was deposited; but I have just received, and now enclose here- 
with the statement, on oath, of several officers^ who it seems^ 
were privj to the transactions of major Garroll, during the ser- 
vice, and ^t the tirtie of the expenditure of. the money, which I 
hope will be, fully satisfactory and will induce you; ia pass this 
sum to the credit of the state. ' This evidence, as you will at 
once perceiyet. is infinitely stronger' *ihafn afty we were abfc.io 
produice in many other cases already liquidated and allowed; 
. Excuse me,|ir» for repeating tny earocsi req^ust tbari yoa will, 
if possible^ givc^dur attention to 6br ca!??, sc as to enable the 
> state treasurer to dT^^ ^^f ^be balance due belong' th« dcetiog of 
the- general assembly. : r — 

I remain, Sir\ v I . . . 

■ With very high respcct4 

Your Jbcdicmi. humble servant, 

JOHN LUIiDS KERR. 

Peter Hugntr^ Esq* ' 

3d Auditor , 2Yei:$urij Department. 



Easlon, A-6U. 17, 1891. 
SiS'^Tbe claims of the state of Mar} land oil i'»c gcticml gov- 
ernment, which remain ufiliquiiJated, arc »ui! coiisiticred uodet 
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my €are» as ibe aglMit V ibe •(ftes hjtif as the aa4U of Mr. Hag« 
ner hug betn inapfodjed dariamthie pr^aent j ear, till we about d 
ftf roish .nil Ihe addilional proofs, ^ hie (i we might be able ia^ob« 
tain,4 hav0 fiqt tor fotne time trooblcKl yea with, any eommttoi* 
cation ^6 the sobj^et.' NoWt since everif ejqpdanajiioo .has been 
offered .;<o^ Mr* HagD)&r» whieb l.aoi able to give of ibeaeveral 
suspended items, i^nd all sncb addiltonnt evidence, aa onr esee»« 
livadtpsirttii^ttt^OQldaiFbrd^ baa.been trunimitiftd tobioi^ I take 
tk^ Iii)er<3^»oiiee iiH>re to solicit your favorable attention to our- 
case) and to b«f ^ip bebaifpCih* $^l^^ tbi||| whiHevereom ol mo.- 
uejf ^Dpeurs due oa vese accoiinis, accordioff to those jAeral 
priocipl^s of adjustment*, which have heretofar^e been adeptedv un- 
der, yaur ioalracttona on Ibis aobject, ma; .be paased to 4he eredit 
^ of 4be>t;ate, aad ordered to be remitted as soon aspoaaibie^ 
I have the honor toremain^ 
With great ^spect, 
Toar ot)eaient hnmble servant, 

JOHN l^&DS KERR. 
The Hon. J. C. CaUumn, ... 



£a»loir,JDecl,18€i. 
SiB«»i4 bave^ ihiiiefeniiig reeeived tise leoter from Mr. Hag* 
ne{*t*wliieb is bereantb cncloaedi Tbw retail of bis re examina. 
tion af tbe aecoanjai before Avdiieil bj bim» iiS far more onfavor- 
ablelotb^ptaie thaii' 1 had anticipated. Tbe -gronnds on which 
tbe aeaa«p(a for anuMHitlioa mndiranaporlaiion are sospended, 
may, . I hmft^ b» r eno red bf an offer on our part/ of substantial 
evidehae^iin iba'otneeaaeyitbat tbe aslidea porcbased, were ap- 
pliod fo'lhe'*pablie irar^ice/' and. in tbe oiher» *^ that the moni'^ 
tiona vk»erct iraaapisfcted for tfaermiUria aolnally. balled ool| or in 
servifi^t the tinae^'^ \ ■ • . , ^ 

As abbn aa il»a parUeaiar atoiaapent itf fbe^ptrationaof tbe' 
aodttor.shatV.be forfvaaded to me, as premised in|tfr« letter, t will 
consult yoor esrceMencjr and tbe comreii od ibt best means to be '' 
adapted fot obviating tbem. / . 

I hsi^ the honor to be, 
• Y^r Excellency's obedient servarst^ , 
JOHN LEEDS KERR. 
HisExcelkncy . 

Samuel iSpr/gg,. Governor of Maryland* 
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. ,. :;'P%A poQOUfts of the atate of '|it«iyt4nfi hnyifig. t^^o j|«4hf d 
in jthiji d^pi;^ aod reporled iq f^ fefond OonaptrpUf r /or hU ^e« 
ci9Jonp.ttirpii|!)ttMlAr8alKer9of.wii} ^ fM9l>iflie4 l;^ ypmRfceo 0e« 
ctd«4 tipM b}rili#:<}o9^f0lta*, Ifi t^e Qie.90 Mmr ;l im^f be s#- 
tiii!fMi9r]iio you io ^ informed iM^I^ iimoi iU«(V^tf tn^lWi ei 
foUcfWt:* , ' . 

Stt^pe^ed Md d«f«)}o«rtd oa feUtf laent fOth N^ir. 
, liSOtand qdw e^iniited. * «,t85 ill 

Ra(ioarUs4ed by Ttl0tx(M M. FovIer» So8 8p 

On tecooot fer AiinnuBUi6ii«* -* -^ 'USS99 72^ 

Ditto for traiii|ioruium» * - ^^ l^ 

4,916 33 

For wMeh tmoi^Al ibe teeretery of tvir will istoe hit wiirraDt 

in favor of the troMurer of the ttate^ arithoat waiting for the aU 

iimate deeision referred to, and with which the state will in the 

o^aa litDetie charged on the books of thUottee. 

In reference to the items still cemainingi it may be satisfactory 
to those concerned to be inforcped, that on exaioioation of the ae* 
counts for aqomunition &c* the charges, with the exception of those 
wsQting.evidence of 'p«rcbaser bate atostly' been siispeodeff for 
want of evidence that the articles porcbascd, were applied to the 
pubtic service; and the aoedimts for iranspoiiatiotf ar^ likewige 
mostly ,su§pdiidedfrfqr arant of erideoee tbat^he ftiimittons were 
transported for .the mtitiia ^ictoaltf eaited out, « hi sei^m at 
Ibeticne,. Af>articolariitatementof whkb ob|efltiona>wit^ba for/ 
warded af soon as the revision of tbe aoconmeistfoaipleted by the 
eompiroller* , • • > ,« - -^^ » 

It will of coorse be oodersioody tfa«t-if any additional k\Uwun- 
ces be made on the revision by the comptroller, theft rfae adiotint 
will tbcrcafterbi^remitted tathe.ire^lm^c^^ef tbe state; 

Sfn Pinkaey hoping reV^uetted to he infarcnedof the progress 
raade» I have foriiisbed him wUh« the inrorwiKton this dur. 

I am respectfully * 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
PETEU HAGNER, 

An^ifnr. 
JohnCKtrr^ Usq 
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**'.** '^^ .... 

JlVcM>- York, Obtobcr 97th, Itfi I .: 
.Sift~As Prefident of the Free School Socielj of New York. I 
-have t^e honor lo trantditt lo your excellency m JMaoual of the 
LancattiBHaD System of Edoeation, with a tino^e hope and anx- 
iMB d^srre-, that ande'r yoarauapicef^Jbif invalaable plaD of 
ypramolu^ teitruction mky be establiibed in the it|le over wbieh 
yoQ yroscde. 

I baft~ (be honor to be, 
''• ^^^^ Tour obedient f errant. 

ft? K<i - :- J BE VriTi 

; w Tomtits BwcdUnoy 



DE WIT* OLINTON^, 
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